[Ulcers following therapy with hydroxyurea. Three case reports and review of the literature].
Hydroxyurea is frequently used for therapy of myeloproliferative disorders. One cutaneous side-effect is painful, therapy-resistant ulcers which have bizarre configurations and occur at atypical sites for venous ulcers. Improvement or healing often first occurs when hydroxyurea is discontinued. We report on one patient with essential thrombocythemia and two with polycythemia vera, who developed such ulcers during hydroxyurea therapy. In one case, the ulcers developed shortly after hydroxyurea was started. In addition we give a short overview of the current literature.